
VII.—NEW BOOKS:

Talkt to Tr.aehert on Psychology: and to Students on some of Life?*
Ideals. By WILLIAM JAMIS. New York : Henry Holt and Company,
1899.

IN these talks Mr. James has deliberately set himself to eliminate so far
as possible the formal side of psychology. He is careful to guard his
readers from expecting too mucn from his science. He does not go the
length of saying that the teacher is of necessity an empiric, but he makes
it very clear that the whole value of psychological knowledge to the
teacher lies in the power of applying general principles to this or that
child at a given moment. To be a good teacher is to be a good practical
psychologist: but the converse does not hold. Under these circum-
stances we are not surprised to find nothing new in the psychology of
the volume. Those familiar with Mr. James's writings know exactly
what to expect, so far as the psychological ground-work is conoemed.
What gives the volnme its value—in addition to the brilliant style in
which the author cannot help expressing himself—is the in Bight it gives
into the principles of applying psychology to life in general, and to
teaching in particular. It is greatly to his credit that our author makes
such restricted use of what he modestly calls the Lange-James theory
of the relation between emotion and expression. Readers of his Prin-
ciples cannot fail to be struck by the difference of his treatment of this
subject in comparison with all the other subjects he handles. Else-
where he is the outside critic—sympathetic and interested no doubt, but
still outside—rhere he becomes, for the time being, a pleader. This being
so, we cannot too much praise his self-restraint in limiting his use of this
theory to a single chapter in a book in which it might have legitimately
bulked very largely ; ior few theories in psychology have anything like
the importance that this theory may fairly claim in education. The
theory itself has been already examined in these pages, and, while we
cannot accept it, we are convinced that there is no intelligent teacher
who does not wish he conld. Further, while in the ultimate resort the
theory must be held to be false, it is supported by so many arguments
that as a practical hypothesis it is not without its value in guiding
teachers. Few, we think, will be found to dispute the practical con-
clusions arrived at in the chapter on " The Gospel of Relaxation ".

The book is probably hardly doll enough to satisfy teachers on this
side of the Atlantic, but they may rest assured that it is accurate so far
as it goes, and that it goes a great deal farther than many much duller
books.

Psychology in the. Schoolroom. By T. F. G. DBXTBB and A. H. GARLICK.
London, New York and Bombay-: Longmans, Green * Co., 1898.
Pp. viiL, 413.

There is in this book a good deal too much of the schoolroom—especi-
ally of the schoolroom during examination—and a good deal too little
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psychology. Aa educators, the authors have something to say ; aa
psychologists, they have simply famished a compilation of the opinions
of Bain, Spencer, Sally, etc, without regard to system or even to uni-
formity of terminology. One mast not demand everything of a text-book;
but one may demandknowledge of the great current issues, and' Messrs.
Dexter and Qarlick appear to be wholly unfamiliar with the work of
James, Stumpf and Wundt.

The chapters are entitled : Physiology and Psychology; the Three
Phases of Hind; Attention; Sensation (organic senses, taste, smell);
Perception (senses of sight, touch, hearing); Observation ; Development
and Training of the Senses ; Memory ; Imagination ; Conception ;
Judgment ; Reasoning; Apperception; Psychological Basis of the
Fvndergmrten System; Feelings (egoistic, social) and Sentiments (in-
tellectual, esthetic, moral); Will; Habit; Character; Discipline. There
are sixty-four figures in the text, most of them well-selected and useful.
Every chapter ends .with a summary and a net of questions, and an
appendix contains specimen examination papers. Indeed, what one may
call the mechanical side of the making of the book is excellent. Bat
neither will it help the reader to become a psychologist nor does it
furnish the outline of a modern system of psychology.

General Physiology : an Outline of the Science of Life. By MAX V«B-
WORN, a. o. Professor of Physiology in the University of Jena. Trans-
lated by F. S. LBC, Adjunct Professor of Physiology in Columbia
University. With 286 illustrations. London and New York : Mao-
millan A Co., 1899. Pp. xvL, 616. Price 16a.; 14.

Prof. Verwom's AUgemeine Physiologie (1894, second edition, 1897) is an
excellent book in the German, and no less excellent is Prof. Lee's trans-
lation. We are glad to call the attention of psychologists to it, and
heartily subscribe to the words of the translator's preface : " The work
has been welcomed by European and American biologists, who have felt
the need of a review and summary of the rapidly accumulating details of
cell-physiology, and its ability and suggestiveness have been widely
recognised. Many of the special views of the author have encountered
opposition—a fact that, perhaps, is indicative of their value—yet, how-
ever much we may agree or disagree with him upon special points,
we mast all acknowledge his breadth, and be grateful to him for present-'
ing such a wealth of facts, and for pointing out so clearly the possibilities
of research." Prof. Verworn's well-known Psychophystoloffische Protit-
tenttudien (1889) is a guarantee of his interest in, and familiarity with,
fundamental psychophysical problems. The present volume contains a
bibliography and a good index.

The Principles of Biology. By HEEBIBT SPKNCBR. Vol. L, revised and
enlarged. London: William* A Norgaie; New York: D. Appleton
ft Co., 1898. Pp. xii., 706. Price 18s.

We are glad to add our voice to the general chorus of congratulation
which has greeted the veteran author of the Synthetic Philosophy on the
appearance of this second edition of vol. L of his Principle* of Biology.
Additions of prime importance have been made to the text of 1864. We
find new chapters on Metabolism, on Structure, on the Dynamic Element
in Life, on Cell-life and Cell-multiplication, on Genesis, Heredity and
Variation, and on Recent Criticisms and Hypotheses. The chapter on
the Arguments from Embryology has been for the most part rewritten.
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